
Reading & Writing in the 
Primary Classroom

The role of the workshop



Who are you as a 
reader?

What goes 
through your 

head as you 
read?

What do 
you notice?





3. Children have the right to choose what they 
read.

6. Children have the right to supportive 
reading reading environments with 
knowledgeable literacy partners.

5. Children have the right to read for 
pleasure.

7. Children have the right to extended time 
set aside for reading.

8. Children have the right to 
share what they learn 
through reading by 
collaborating with others…



      Building                            Through

sensitivity

habits

skills

identity

criticality

intellect

knowledge

creativity

choice

time

(voice) talking and sharing

support



A Typical Conference

How long? 5-8 mins

How often? Once a week

With whom? Two teachers/Buddies

Where? In the classroom

Structure? Research, Name, Decide, Teach, Link,

So what do the others do? Quiet reading time, reading assignments, 
reflections

When can they change books? Whenever they need to

We build upon strengths

We move from specific texts to general ideas.



What do we look for…
W

Noticing Your Own Reactions: 
Talking Back to Text.

Connecting the Dots: Deciding 
Which Parts Go Together and 
Which Don’t. 

Thinking About Your Thinking: 
Noticing Where it Makes Sense 
or Gets Confusing.

Walking in A Character’s Shoes: 
What Would You Do?

How does it make you feel?

Prioritizing: What’s Important to 
Remember and What’s OK to Forget. 

What The Author Wants Us To Think 
About or Feel: Looking for Themes, 
Lessons, and Big Ideas.

Paying Attention to How Things 
Develop: Tracking Change or the 
Development of an Idea.

Compare and Contrast: Noticing 
What Is Similar and Different. 

Reading Like a Writer: Thinking 
About How the Author Wrote It.



  Tell me more…
Be careful with questions! While open questions help thinking, idea 
statements often work best, because they encourage the reader to 
defend their ideas (and talk more!)*

What made you choose this book?

Tell me what you’ve discovered.

What are you thinking about your reading today? Tell me more about that. 

It sounds to me like you’re….

Give me three character traits that describe Harry Potter.* (Why those 
three?)

Let’s think about what you will explore for next time. What do you think?

This will help you when you read other books…/in your own writing





We are human beings, 

not human doings.



Feel, connect and 
express.
Writing is a process of exploration of:

➔ Thoughts

➔ Emotions

➔ Imaginations



The Writing Process

Before you begin:

Think of all that you could 
write about.

 Ask yourself:
● Do I know a lot about my topic?
● Do I have enough details or information to share with an 

audience?

The Writing Process

Step 1
Prewrite

Choose a topic and think
deeply about it.

Choose a way to plan it:
● Draw pictures
● Make a web/mind map
● Make a list
● Write quick notes

The Writing Process

Step 2
Draft

Write your first copy.
Remember:

● It does not have to be neat
● Include your events, thoughts and information in 

detail
● You may want to include a beginning, middle or an 

ending

● Unearth your diamond moment

The Writing Process

Step 3
Revise

Reread your writing and 
make it better.

Think: ARMS
● Add sentences and/or words
● Remove unneeded sentences/words
● Move a sentence or word placement 
● Substitute words or sentences for more descriptive ones

The Writing Process

Step 4
Edit

Check your grammar by 
proofreading your writing.

Think: CUPS
● Capitalisation (proper nouns at the start of the sentence)
● Usage (subject verb agreement)
● Punctuation (.  ?  ,  “  !)
● Spelling (use your resources, like a dictionary, to check 

words)

The Writing Process

Step 5
Publish/Perform

Create your final copy.
Ask yourself:

● Is my writing neat?
● Did I take my time?
● Are my illustrations neat, detailed and colourful?
● Am I ready to present my writing to an audience?

Thought Shower

Steps in the Writing Process



Prewriting Drafting Revising

Editing Publishing

Embracing the 
Messy Middle



‘In order to think deeply,
children need time to deeply 
study both authors’ process 

and authors’ craft.’
Matt Glover, Craft & Process Studies



                    Craft

   

      

I notice…
 Some of these techniques could include:

● Descriptive language 
● Sentence structure 
● Dialogue 
● Use of different perspectives 
● Use of reasons and evidence

’Learning to be a good reader is what 
makes you as a writer’. Zadie Smith

‘Try to be one of those on whom nothing is 
lost.’

                 Henry James, The Art of Fiction



Steps in crafting:

Name the move.

Discuss why writers use this 
technique.

Teach how to do this move in our own 

writing.

Try it out!



   Celebrate the process,      Provide a safe place 

     not Just the product           for exploration

Provide a Safe Space for Exploration

Connect writers to their world                          Model patience and 

E                                                                                           encouragement

Encouraging  the ‘being’ 
in writing - How?



“Books are sometimes windows, offering views of 
worlds that may be real or imagined, familiar or 
strange. These windows are also sliding glass 
doors, and readers only have to walk through 

them to become part of whatever world has been 
created or recreated by the author. When lighting 
conditions are just right, however, a window can 

also be a mirror… and in that reflection we can see 
our own lives and experiences as part of the 

larger experience.”      Rudine Sims Bishop,2015


